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poor images are the contemporary wretched of the screen, the debris
of audiovisual production, the trash that washes up on the digital

economies shores. they testify to the violent dislocation, transferrals,
and displacement of imagestheir acceleration and circulation within

the vicious cycles of audiovisual capitalism. poor images are dragged
around the globe as commodities or their effigies, as gifts or as

bounty. they spread pleasure or death threats, conspiracy theories or
bootlegs, resistance or stultification. poor images show the rare, the

obvious, and the unbelievablethat is, if we can still manage to
decipher it. the sensory, affective, and conceptual production of the
new visual languages provides a reality that does not exist in nature,
though it does exist in nature. in the process of visual production, the

spectator is made, as the production of the new senses, and the
production of the new beings. as we shall see in the next chapter, the

poor image is taken to a new extreme in the visual media of digital
photography. in this case, though, the theoretical issues around the

production and consumption of images come together and
complement each other: we have, on the one hand, an extended,

hyper-mediated, and virtual world in which images are continuously
produced and reproduced; on the other hand, we have a situation in

which the image has lost almost all of its previous capacity to produce
a sense of presence. yet, it still provides the dominant medium for the

production of affects. the virtual world of social media, the
smartphone, and smartphones, the user-friendly, all-seeing camera all

produce the same effect: we become present not by being actually
present but by being constantly on-screen.
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today, video is ubiquitous, and images are everywhere. they have
become the sine qua non of multimedia, changing the shape of our

world. few of us who have just entered the digital age can imagine life
without images. but, too many of us have entered the digital age

without entering the world of images. the history of modernity is the
history of the visual, and the visual history of modernity is the history

of technology. yet, we have not made much progress towards the
democratization of visual culture. too many of us still live with images
in the head rather than on the screen. images have become the true
new literacy, yet not everyone has the right to read. digital images

are distributed as commodities, they are liberated as media objects,
they are captured as data, they are exchanged as files, they are

transmitted as bits. they are viral, combinatorial, and global. they
circulate constantly, faster and farther than texts. the idea of

language, of the text, of the word, is being displaced by the idea of
the visual, of the image. the idea of language is being displaced by
the idea of a new visual culture, a world that is built on images. the
poor image is a rag or a rip; an avi or a jpeg, a lumpen proletarian in
the class society of appearances, ranked and valued according to its
resolution. the poor image has been uploaded, downloaded, shared,

reformatted, and reedited. it transforms quality into accessibility,
exhibition value into cult value, films into clips, contemplation into
distraction. the image is liberated from the vaults of cinemas and

archives and thrust into digital uncertainty, at the expense of its own
substance. the poor image tends towards abstraction: it is a visual

idea in its very becoming. 5ec8ef588b
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