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the motion picture association of america (mpaa) is the trade association
of the movie industry, and it has a long history of trying to protect the
movie copyright. mpaa has a position on whether or not the movie file-
sharing websites are legitimate and how much responsibility they have for
illegal downloads. the mpaa has fought against the law on file-sharing
websites for many years, and it has made some progress in the courts.
the mpaa has often tried to limit the liability of websites for illegal
downloads by using the legal doctrine of safe harbor. safe harbor removes
liability from online service providers who comply with certain
requirements. the requirements are applied to internet service providers
that provide similar services in the united states. a significant part of the
mpaa strategies has focused on restricting the liability of website
operators. the united states is a large country with a population of almost
320 million people. most of these people live in the united states itself,
but about 180 million people live outside the country. the movie industry
has been fighting for years to expand its copyright laws to cover overseas
locations as well. its been a much less successful fight for the movie
industry in places like japan, korea, and china, and it has been almost
impossible for them to expand their copyrights to cover the vast amount
of information that they produce. most of the countries that are not part
of the european union (eu) have much weaker copyright laws and are
much less likely to apply penalties for illegal movie downloads.
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